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PowerPoint and Keynote watermarks
explained
PowerPoint: use the slide master
In a presentation, a watermark usually means faint text or an image repeated behind the content. It can
communicate DRAFT or identify a brand. It does not prevent copying, prove authorship, or restrict who
can open the deck. A slide master helps you place repeated elements without editing each slide
separately.

PowerPoint desktop: Microsoft documents a text-watermark method using Slide Master view.
PowerPoint does not offer Word's gallery of ready-made watermarks. [1]

Choose View > Slide Master. Select the top master thumbnail in the left pane. [1]

Choose Insert > Text Box, draw the box, and type your watermark text. [1]

Select the text and choose a light font fill. Adjust size and use the rotation handle if needed. [1]

Close Slide Master view. Inspect the title slide and each layout; Microsoft's instructions specifically
note a title-page exception. [1]

Illustrative example: repeat DRAFT on review slides, then check that the title page and image-
heavy slides also show the intended notice clearly.
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Keynote: edit the layouts you use
Keynote on Mac uses slide layouts for repeated elements. Text or images added as ordinary layout
objects become part of the background on slides using that layout. Apple distinguishes these from
placeholders, which are intended to be edited in individual slides. [2]

This approach is useful for a repeated word or small logo. Choose a position that does not cover charts,
captions, or slide numbers. A quiet corner label can be easier to read than a large mark across dense
material.

Open your presentation. Click the View menu button in the toolbar and choose Edit Slide Layouts. [2]

Select a layout used by your slides. Add your text or logo image as an ordinary object, not a
placeholder. [2]

Adjust the object's appearance and position. Repeat on other layouts used in the deck; one layout
change does not cover unrelated layouts. [2]

Click Done, then inspect slides based on each edited layout. [2]

A layout object is a design convenience, not a security boundary. Someone editing the layout can
change the mark.
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Export, inspect, and share deliberately
Inspect the exported PDF, not only the editable deck. In Keynote on Mac, choose File > Export To > PDF.
Review options for presenter notes, skipped slides, comments, and build stages before exporting. These
choices affect what recipients receive. [3]

Keynote can open and edit PPTX files. That does not make a downloaded PPTX a native .key file or
guarantee identical rendering. Check fonts, text wrapping, images, and watermark placement after
import. [4]

Review every PDF page for missing or obscured marks.

Inspect a print sample if the audience will use paper.

Manage sharing permissions separately. For a separate provenance workflow, consult the document-
format coverage in Encypher's provenance guide. [5]

Downloading an educational presentation about watermarking does not watermark your own
deck. Apply the steps to your file, then inspect the result before sending it to others.

Sources and further reading

[1] Microsoft: Add a watermark to your slides

[2] Apple: Add and edit slide layouts in Keynote on Mac

[3] Apple: Export to PowerPoint or another file format in Keynote on Mac

[4] Apple: Open or close a Keynote presentation on Mac

[5] Encypher: What is content provenance? (explainer)

Technical reference: C2PA 2.4. Sources checked September 11, 2026. App interfaces and format support can change.

See a signed record for yourself.

Explore the Encypher signed-text demo or public verifier. Ready to try your own workflow? Start free.

Use non-sensitive samples. Check format support and upload handling before submitting files. These guides explain concepts;
they do not certify content or establish legal compliance.
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